ROBERT L, ZIMMERMAN, M. D.
1027 SOUTH TEJON
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO.

MELROSE 2-7681
Jan., 31, 1957
Dezr Dr, Swens

Tre limitetions of languzre will make this letter in-
sdeguate, but within tkos limitetiong FPhyilie and I wish
to ex rese ovr Teelirze to wou. Little Robert's nrogresgs
ir the weet two weeks hee bean little ghort of the miracu-
lous. ALfter livirg witkr the tragedv of & stricken child
for neerlv three vears, feeliry miserable erd utterly
tel sless as each gucce ey
bow can we exnpregs our

i sisode of hvrpowis struck him,
alves to hig deliverer?

e Yad to watch him suddenly become cvarotic, crv oub
with =eir or silently stesper, If we were rnot zlert to
cetch rim, he woula fall, whimperirg, dvspreic, ena piti-
ful &s he urew up hig thirn little knees. VFolding him was
to convirce ourselves that we coulu help; we reassured him
when we were not reassured; we prared trat each epicode
would termirate gulckly and without tragedy,

As the monthe went by «nu rig exercise tolerence
diminisred, we tolu ourselves trat the setbeck would be
temuorary. At times hig color sesmed ulmoﬁt zood to us
an illusion shattered if hie healthy littlie ecister toadled
up and put her pink cheek neer Pils ashen one, When we
fearfully took rim to see Gil in December, it was only too
clear tret the time for surgical intervention wag evproach-
ing. Ve eagerlv wgreed to observe him furtker, then duti-
fuily made &n e oointment for six montks, Gil's kird,
cavable mermer was reassuring; he knew we'd call scon, &nd
he eased tre burden tremendously by lettirz us Xnow he'd be
there when we did,

The *two weeks betwreer the “hore call and the hoswitel
admission went by slowlv. £t Tirst we feared we'd be too
late, Then, @& Robert showed mirimal imorovemert, we

questioned the wisaom of the decigion., We krew he would
be lost to us soorn without oneratior; he deserved that

chance, even if it failed. God had blessed us with & lov-
able little bov for nearly three vears end, if it were now
ig decision tc send for thet boy, we must understand and
be srateful. The lest day ir the Springs we took & full
roll of movie film of robert. lLater we reslized that, if
£1l went well, we -ould not need it, but if anytiing went
wrong, we couid new bear looking &t it.

En route to Denver we arove 40 mph, dawdling because we
aid not want to srrive., At tle kor,ital we turned beck to
find & place to buy Pober & pair of sliy.ers. Then we dr)@ ed
ourseives througsh the hosnital door and sllentl" asked &n
obvious cuestion.
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Our first reassurance wes the way ke, liks other voung
~natiente, scon adjustea to the hos itel., Owr sccond, far
more wonderful tlun tle Tfirst, wes to come face to face
with the man in whose hands our son's life end much of our
future was to be entrusted, Perhane vou were not eswere of
the impect on us when we met vou thrat nite., The shadowy
tecknician lurking behind the decicions of Gil Blount had

agsumed steture: & towerin, friendly man whose superb
skill red echoes from far bevond Colorado. One of myv close
friends, & thoracic surgeor in Mew York, on hearirrc thet
Penry Swan was to perform ile overation, rad written in
glowing terms end asserted there waesr't & mor ir Yew York
who could heold & cerdle to our surgeorn. Ag this mar took
shave, & heavy burder fell from us. Previously we had re-
lied on our feaith; row we vwere nermitted to see the irstru-
ment chosen to suonort thet feith., For the first time ir
several weeks we slept sourdly,

At 720 AM, we puiltily rushed beck to relieve our
lonesone tot. When we approeched his crib he was invisible
behind & ring of sgueslinyg nurses nlayirg with him. Suwrv
little Robert had maae friends. Us he put in our places
"Péllqyﬂ Mema and Daddv," he chirped, then turned back to
Pie friends in write., Wednesdav, the day before surgerv,
wes &n incredibly long day. We dareaded the irevitable CBC,

ping, and penicillir which would indoctrinate him that 11
in white are not friends. We winced to heer his squeals of
aelight replaced by shrieks of anguish, however momentary
end for whatever goou yurpose. Then we discovered the wheel-
cralir, anu co dia Robert, e toox turns covering the miles
of corriaor, &na, Tinuwily, at 10:30 P37, he fell exhaueted to
cleen, We gtooa by his littie crib in the moonlight, both of
us sobbing., We had our orevers snd our resucctive faiths, but
we felt helrnless because it wae our innocent little son sleening
there wro had to wndergo the ordeal., Fventuelly we left and tried
o stev ewske as late &s nosgible to avold beins un before
eight and visuvelizirg his fright 2t the strunge figwres, the
masks, the anesthesla, his cryirg ir vain for narents who
feilea to come heln him., Ve dreaded to think of cutdowns,
incisions, rib retrectors, thires once so familiar ard im-
nersonzl to both of us. It wes 8:30 wher T awoke to find that
Phvllis had been urp for three hours.

ct

Bv 9:45 we huddled in the lobbv with other frightered re-
latives., At 10:00 Gil reported that all was going well, the
exposure comvlete, &nu the subclaviar adenuzte. At l?:%n he
told us vou red comuletea the enastomosis and thet closure wes
imninent. Then before 11:30) vou walked into the lobbr. When
Phvllis saw vour drewr end tired fece she thought something hed
gone wrong. Later we realized how great was the anxietr and
ﬁow fearful the strezin placed upon the very human man who 1
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sked to do the suerhuman

Qur first glimuse of Robert was such & relief., Ye
lay perfectly ctill under the oxveen tent clutching his
femiliar "beby", Fe diw not seenm to be in ~gin, But he
was not the same. Robert, for the firet time in hig 27
montrs, was oink. Wie liis, bis esrs, his fingernails,
ec 1vrj cvenotic, were mow, miraculously, thanks to the
peounese of God eru tre wonoerfil ckill of Dr. Fsnry
Swan, azlmost rubv.

tnd now we're home again Tod&w, two meeks efter
oneration, Robert avears tJ heve forcotter his ordezl.
Pe uges ke left arm he first held stiffly», Te glories
in bhis new-fourd stamina., He who could rot crogs the
roon without sauzttirg row races from room to roonm,
vigorously shakirg ris head in deniel if T egk if he
ie tired. Fie color remains excellert, Duwr little
son's ha.y emile meltes our hearts g each wav we look

Fim ena grin., fnd every dayv we give reneated thenks
to God for kis mercy in soaring our boy and te Dr,
Penry Ewen for being God's Instrument,

Gratefully,




